
NAME: Johannesburg Urban Forest Alliance 
RESIDENT AT: 3 Rose Street, Melrose Estate 
DATE: August 24, 2017 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 
CITY OF JOHANNESBURG 
8TH FLOOR, METROPOLITAN CENTRE 
BRAAMFONTEIN 
 
by e-mail: benp@joburg.org.za 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 

OBJECTION TO THE SUBDIVISION 
OF PORTION 554 OF THE FARM SYFERFONTEIN 

(WANDERERS GOLF COURSE) INTO FOUR PORTIONS 
 

1. In light of increasing development pressures across Johannesburg, it has become urgent to 
protect the city's urban forest, and open spaces, particularly on private grounds. The 
Johannesburg Urban Forest Alliance was formed on July 24, 2017, and brings together resident, 
heritage and environmental associations from across the city1. 
 

2. The Alliance is informed by the Council's Spatial Development Framework, which places the 
the natural environment at the centre of planning, development and land use decisions2: 
 

The natural environment is an essential element in the structuring of the future city. It is 
the environment around which all planning, development and land use decisions should 
be made. The natural structure should be seen as an irreplaceable city asset that provides 
valuable ecosystem services and not merely as unused land available for development. 
Protecting these areas is not done for the sake of conservation alone, but to make 
surrounding developed parts of the city more sustainable, liveable and valuable 
(socially, financially and in terms of green infrastructure). As such, the protection of the 
City’s natural assets must be a starting point for all development. 

 
3. The Johannesburg Urban Forest Alliance objects to the rezoning application for the Wanderers 

Golf Course, which raises serious environmental, and heritage concerns. Our reasons are 
highlighted below, and will be elaborated upon at the hearing. 

 
  

                                                             
1 Organisations that are supportive of the Alliance include the Albert's Farm Conservancy; the Birdhaven 
Ratepayers Association; the Craigpark Residents Association; the Endangered Wildlife Trust; the Gardens 
Conservancy; the Greater Kyalami Conservancy; iHlathi, the Melrose-Birdhaven Conservancy; I love Illovo; the 
Johannesburg Heritage Foundation; the Kensington Heritage Trust; the Lower Houghton Heritage Trust; the 
Melrose Ratepayers Association; the Modderfontein Heritage Society; the Norwood Orchards Residents 
Association; the Rosebank Action Group; the Saxonwold and Parkwood Residents Association and the Zoo Lake 
Users Committee.  
2 City of Johannesburg, Spatial Development Framework, 2016. Section 2.4.1. 



The Wanderers should be considered as a Public Open Space 
 

4. The aerial picture below shows the size and importance of the Wanderers Golf course, an 
important green space in the Illovo suburb. As acknowledged by the Club itself: 
 

This parkland course is a rich emerald green, and in splendid condition. With its 
magnificent variety of mature trees lining attractively-shaped fairways, and undulating 
terrain, it’s a delightful place to play golf.3 

 

 
 

5. While the planned encroachments (in red below) will for now be on the fringes, it will set a 
precedent that may in time turn the entire course into residential and commercial developments, 
as has happened, for example, with the Kensington Golf course. 
 

 
                                                             
3 http://www.wanderersgolfclub.com/club.html 



 
6. The Wanderers Golf course may be private, and only accessible to its members and visitors, 

but it is for all purposes one of Johannesburg's most important open spaces, one that provides 
important ecosystem services to the entire city. As acknowledged by in the Spatial 
Development Framework:  
 

There are a total of 10 reserves in the City covering only 993.7ha (0.6% of the 
municipality). This represents an inadequate level of protection for the city’s 
ecosystems.  

 
It is imperative the SDF ensures that current open space systems and ecological 
resources are considered as structuring elements and assets to guide and integrate 
future urban development, rather than expendable land for development. This is 
critical in the context of climate change and the need for resilience in the future city. 4 

 
7. In this regard, the Council's Public Open Spaces By-Laws5 should be taken into consideration. 

The By-Laws aims to: 
 

to ensure that the way in which the Council controls, manages and develops public 
open spaces is environmentally sustainable, and is in the long-term interests of the 
whole community of Johannesburg, including future generations;  

 
8. Of further relevance might be the fact that the Wanderers golf course was moved in the 1930s 

from central Johannesburg to its present location. While we know that the land was privately 
purchased, it is not known whether there were additional subsidies from the municipality of 
the time - if so, that element should be taken into consideration with regards to the public's 
interest in the proposed redevelopment of the golf course. 
 
The Wanderers Golf Course is an important wetland 
 

9. The Golf course falls under the Council's Wetland Management Zone 1, which is described as 
follows in the City of Johannesburg's Wetland Protection and Management Plan6:  
 

This area corresponds principally with the Halfway House granites in the northern areas 
of Greater Johannesburg. These rocks also occur from Ruimsig to Weltevreden Park in the 
west, and towards Northcliff, covering Fourways, Gardens, Bryanston to Waverly, 
Parktown and Braamfontein. Smaller patches are also seen in the Houghton, Bedfordview 
and Rembrandt Park areas to the east. Large, stable Halfway House granites are found 
beneath the northern suburbs of Greater Johannesburg from the northern boundary 
towards Randpark Ridge, Emmarentia and Linksfield. Halfway House granites extend 
beyond the boundaries of the city of Johannesburg, covering a total area of approximately 
110,000 ha, of which 70,000 ha fall within the boundary of the City. 

 
10. The simplified schematic below shows some of the types of wetlands that occur within the City 

of Johannesburg - the Wanderers Golf Course falls under this schematic, like many other golf 
courses across the city. 
 

                                                             
4 City of Johannesburg, Spatial Development Framework, 2016. Section 5.5.5. 
5 City of Johannesburg, Public Open Spaces By-Laws, 2004. 
6 City of Johannesburg, Wetland Protection and Management Plan, 2009. 



 
 

11. The map below, prepared for iHlathi, the Melrose-Birdhaven Conservancy, shows the extent 
of wetlands decanting into the Sandspruit - the Wanderers Golf Course can clearly be 
considered as one of the tributaries. 
 

 
 

11. It is possible that a substantial portion of the site would not be able to be developed in any 
event, bearing in mind that no development is permitted by the Council in a wetland or riparian 
zone, or within a buffer of 30 m from the outer edge of such wetland or riparian zone or river 
bank where this is clearly identifiable, or within the 1:100 year floodline, whichever is the 
greatest. 
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12. More importantly, according to the Council's Wetland Protection and Management Plan7: 
 

Johannesburg is experiencing an increase in problems relating to flooding and drainage, 
causing risks to human safety, damage to infrastructure, and environmental degradation.  
 
The causes of flooding and increasing storm water management challenges should be seen 
in the context of changes to the whole natural drainage system resulting from urban 
development.   
 
Loss of natural open spaces through development or sale further reduces the ability of the 
city’s natural environment to reduce and manage flooding as recharge, seepage and 
infiltration capacity is lost, and ultimately loading the city with increased costs for hard 
engineering responses. 

 
A paradigm shift is required in terms of the way the City manages storm water and urban 
drainage, in order to promote more sustainable practices which not only minimise risks to 
human life and infrastructure, but also ensure greater protection for the environment and 
scarce water resources, and which will also help build greater resilience in the face of 
changing weather patterns and climatic conditions. 

 
13. Under the National Water Act of 1998, the City of Johannesburg also 'has a specific obligation 

in terms of the Act to ensure the protection of water resources, and the reduction and 
prevention of pollution and degradation of water resources and the protection of aquatic 
ecosystems', while the National Environmental Management Act of 1998 stipulates that 
'sensitive, vulnerable, highly dynamic or stressed ecosystems, such as [...] wetlands, and 
similar systems require specific attention in management and planning procedures, especially 
where they are subject to significant human resources usage and development pressure.'  
 
The Wanderers Golf Course contains important trees and birds 
 

15. The Wanderers Golf Course contains many established, and mature trees, as highlighted by the 
Club itself (see Annex 1, List of Trees on the Wanderers Golf Course). These trees form part 
of Johannesburg's existing urban forest, which is acknowledged in the Spatial Development 
Framework: 

  
A key defining characteristic of the City of Johannesburg is its remarkable urban 
forest, underpinned by an extensive wetland system. There are six million trees in 
Johannesburg - 1.2 million within the parks and on the pavements, and 4.8 million in 
private gardens throughout the suburbs. This system provides valuable ecosystem 
services, including air quality and storm water regulation and should be protected. 
 
»» The sheltering and shading effect of trees can save as much as 10% of annual energy 
consumption, and cut down the air pollution caused by burning fossil fuels and 
particulates. 
»» The urban forest plays a major role in moderating rainstorm impact and droughts; 
the cooling effect of the canopy reduces wear and degradation of the road surface.8 

 
16. The trees on the Wanderers Golf Course would also fall under the 60-year rule of the National 

Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) of 1999. The Act broadly states that a place or object older 
than 60 years is of heritage value, and section 34 (1) calls for the authorization of any proposed 
alteration or demolition of structures older than 60 years by the responsible provincial heritage 
resources authority, in this case the Provincial Heritage Resources Authority: Gauteng (PHRA-
G). 
 
 

                                                             
7 City of Johannesburg, Wetland Protection and Management Plan, 2009. 
8 City of Johannesburg, Spatial Development Framework, 2016. Section 5.5.5. 



17. Of note is the decision by PHRA-G's Appeals Committee on November 4, 2016 regarding the 
application for demolition in terms of Section 34 of the NHRA for Erf 99, Melrose, which 
preserved all trees on the site. The conditions of approval for Erf 99, Melrose are copied below. 
iHlathi was an appellant in the matter. 
 

 
 

18. Furthermore, the Wanderers Golf Course contains many bird species, as again highlighted by 
the Club itself (see Annex 2, Birds of the Wanderers Golf course), and perhaps also some wild 
animals. In this regard, the Council's By-Laws for the Protection of Wild Animals and Birds9 
would need to be taken into consideration: 
 

2. No person may, without lawful cause or without the permission in writing of the 
Council and subject to such conditions as the Council may impose – 
(a) hunt any wild animal or bird by any means whatsoever; 
(b) remove, disturb or destroy any nests of birds, their eggs or their young. 

 
19. Lastly, it should be noted that Johannesburg's golf courses, as mostly unchanged open spaces, 

are important for the preservation of the Witwatersrand's unique geological layer and pre-
history, both natural and human. 
 

20. These submissions will be amplified at the hearing on this matter, but the Alliance is already 
of the opinion that the Council, in the exercise of its discretion, should consider the objections 
raised herewith, and ensure that any development on the Wanderers Golf Course be for the 
benefit of all Johannesburgers. 
 

                                                             
9 City of Johannesburg, By-Laws for the Protection of Wild Animals and Birds, 2000. 



21. The developer should already be informed that PHRA-G will need to be notified in terms of 
Section 38 of the NHRA, which states that: 
 

…Any person who intends to undertake a development categorised as: 
 
38 (1) (c) (i) – “Any development or other activity which will change the character of a 
site, exceeding 5 000 square metres”; 
 
38 (1) (c) (iii) – “Involving three or more erven or subdivisions thereof which have been 
consolidated within the past five years”; 
 
38 (1) (d) –  “The rezoning of the site exceeding 10 000 metres square in extent”; 
 
…must at the very earliest stages of initiating such a development, notify the responsible 
heritage resources authority and furnish it with details regarding the location, nature and 
extent of the proposed development' 

 
*** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
______________________________ 
SIGNATURE 
  



Annex 1: List of Trees on the Wanderers Golf Course10 
 
Trees Of Interest 
1st Large American Ash overhanging the tee box. Pair of Karee on the left-hand side 100 
metres down from tee. 
 
2nd White Stinkwood (Celtis Africana - Indigenous) right-hand side. Cork Oak right- hand 
side 141m from the green. 
 
3rd At 229m mark - from the green - on right- hand side Beech 1 63m mark on right-hand side 
English Oak 141 m mark on left-hand side Rhus Lancea (Black Karee) - good example. Note 
huge Pin Oak at back of green now neatly trimmed to eye level and branches lifted off the 
ground - no longer a hazard. 
 
4th Note Colour change (autumn yellow) American Ash. At I 78m mark on left-hand side Wild 
Chestnut. Note beautiful Chestnut at back of green. 
 
5th Cork Oak at left of front tee box with a large Evergreen Oak in front of it. Large White 
Stinkwood on right hand side between giant Pin Oak and giant Evergreen Oak ±220m mark. 
Note Eugenia in tree form ahead at bunker. Note new planting of Melaleucas on right hand side 
(yellow shrub-like tree). 
 
Note Silver Birch (National Tree of Finland) right hand side. 
Note Carob tree on right hand side at 90m mark. This tree provides the product that is a 
substitute for chocolate. 
Note three Camphor trees on left hand side- opposite Silver Birch. 
6th By the tap our well known and much discussed Belharmbra (Phytobacca Divica) - 
Bobbejaan Druifboom. There is another on the 11th waterhole and one hidden just off the 6th. 
 
Note Magnificent London Plane on right hand side (One of my favourite trees). 
Our magnificent three Chestnuts on the left hand side - one of which is not at all well and I fear 
we have discovered too late. 
Note very old Camphor as you walk to 7th tee. 
7th Large old lady (Cedar) on the left-hand side of tee box. Large Pin Oak - Silver Oak - Huge 
Japanese Elm - American Ash. 
 
8th Two small Chestnuts on left-hand side at 191m mark. 
 
9th Avocado tree on right-hand side of tee box. Our famous Blue Gum which shall be cherished 
forever. Note Tobacco tree on right hand side at 240m mark. Two Combretum (River Bush 
Willow) on right-hand side of green - many more to he planted all over the course. Pompon 
trees (Dais Cotonifolio) to right of green, near car park. Norfolk Island Pine (Monkey Puzzle) 
to right of green, near car park. 
 
10th Our five magnificent Pin Oaks are probably amongst the best examples in South Africa. 
As one leaves the men's tee and just short of the ladies' tee there is a good-looking Eugenia on 
the left-hand side. There are six Chinese Maple on the right-hand side along the fence just 
before the ladies tee. On the left- hand side, all the way down to the sluice, you will notice Wild 
Olive, American Ash and Liquidambar. There is an excellent example of Black Karee 30 
metres beyond the 257m mark on the left-hand side. Note the American Ash on the right-hand 
side of the fairway on either side of the sluice. 
 

                                                             
10 Source: http://www.wanderersgolfclub.com/history/trees-of-interest.html 



11th The cluster of Pin Oaks just before the bend on the left hand side have recently been 
thinned out - 100' improvement to this hole. Note the interesting Bulhambra (Bobbejaan 
druifboom) at the back of the green. There is a new planting of Fever Trees and River 
Bushwillow on the southern shores of the dam. The Swamp Cypress on the left-hand side, 50 
metres before the green, provides seasonal colour interest. There is a Wild Olive just before the 
bunker on the left- hand side. Note also the indigenous Outeniqua Yellowwood at the left back 
of the green, one of the best trees on the course. The English Oak, as you walk towards the 
12th tee, has now been trimmed to allow light for the grass to grow on the tees. 
 
12th Note the eradication of Black Wattle that has taken place and the new planting of 
indigenous trees. A lot more thorn trees are to be planted in this open area. There is a huge 
Beech tree at the hack ot the green. 
 
13th American Ash on the right-hand side of the men's tee. Liquidambar on the right-hand side 
of the ladies' tee. On the right hand side on the bend against the fence there is a magnificent 
Quertus Rubra Red Oak. At the 235m mark on the left-hand side are two large Water Oaks or 
Quertus Nigra. Lots more American Ash on the left-hand side. At the 148m mark on the left-
hand side is a cluster of Pin Oaks. Note the Ficus (Evergreen) which is the main feature of this 
green. More American Ash on the right-hand side of the green. 
 
14th The two White Stinkwoods on the approach to the tee are the exotic variety known as 
Celtis Sinensis, whereas the indigenous Stinkwoods are Celtis Africana. Note the new planting 
of Wild Pearl (Dombeya) as a feature on the mound on the right- hand side on the 14th fairway. 
It is recognized by its white flowers from July to September. River Bushwillow (Combretum 
Erythrophyllum) have also been planted on this mound. 
 
15th Camphor tree shading the fountain and Kurrajong and Silky Oak on the right-hand side. 
 
16th The Pin Oak on the left-hand side as you leave the men's tee has been thinned out. 
American Ash behind the ladies' tee and two large Poplars. Note 10 Black Karee at the 268m 
mark. Another great Cork Oak on the right-hand side at the l99m mark. A large Elm adorns the 
back of the green. 
 
17th The ladies' tee is shaded on the right-hand side by a beautiful London Plane. There are 
also two Elms on the right-hand side. 
 
18th There is a large Elm as you walk down from the 17th green with a bench underneath it. 
Another Elm on the left-hand side just ahead of the 246m mark. Black Karee on the left f the 
181m mark. 
 
  



Annex 2: Birds of The Wanderers Golf Club11 
 
Resident Breeding 
008  Little Grebe   094  Hadeda Ibis 
102  Egyptian Goose   156  Ovambo Sparrowhawk 
157  Little Sparrowhawk   226  Common Moorhen 
228  Redknobbed Coot   255  Crowned Plover 
258  Blacksmith Plover   297  Spotted Thick-knee 
348  Feral Pigeon   349  Speckled Pigeon 
350  African Olive Pigeon   352  Red-Eyed Dove 
354  Cape Turtle Dove   355  Laughing Dove 
373  Grey Go-away bird   422  Redfaced Mousebird 
424  Speckled Mousebird   451  African Hoopoe 
452  Green Woodhoopoe   464  Black Collared Barbet 
473  Crested Barbet   476  Lesser Honeyguide 
483  Goldentailed Woodpecker  489  Rufous Breasted Wryneck 
548  Pied Crow   568  Blackeyed Bulbul 
577  Olive Thrush   601  Cape Robin-Chat 
732  Common Fiscal   758  Indian Myna 
796  Cape White-eye   801  House Sparrow 
803  Cape Sparrow   804  Southern Greyheaded Sparrow
814  Southern Masked Weaver         
 
Regular Visitor 
058  Reed Cormorant   058  Grey Heron 
067  Little Egret   071  Cattle Egret 
091  African Sacred Ibis   105  African Black Duck 
377  Red Chested Cuckoo   386  Diederik’s Cuckoo 
401  Spotted Eagle Owl   415  White-rumped Swift 
417  Little Swift   421  African Palm Swift 
428  Pied Kingfisher   486  Cardinal Woodpecker 
518  Barn Swallow   520  Whitethroated Swallow 
526  Greater Striped Swallow  529  Rock Martin 
643  Willow Warbler   710  African Paradise Flycatcher
764  Cape Glossy Starling   769  Redwinged Starling 
870  Blackthroated Canary   881  Streaky-Headed Seed-Eater 
 
Occasional Visitor 
063  Blackheaded Heron   065  Purple Heron 
072  Squacco Heron   074  Greenbacked Heron 
081  Hamerkop   093  Glossy Ibis 
104  Yellowbilled Duck   126  Yellowbilled Kite 
149  Steppe Buzzard   169  African Harrier Hawk 
203  Helmeted Guineafowl   260  African Wattled Plover 
366  RoseRinged Parakeet   385  Klaas’s Cuckoo 
391  Burchell’s Coucal   429  Giant Kingfisher 
433  Woodland Kingfisher   435  Brownhooded Kingfisher
438  European Bee-eater   474  Greater Honeyguide 
530  Common House Martin  534  Banded Martin 
545  Blackheaded Oriole   645  Bar-throated Apalis 
683  Tawney-Flanked Prinia   698  Fiscal Flycatcher 
713  Cape Wagtail   736  Southern Bou Bou 
740  Blacbacked Puffback   746  Bokmakierie 
759  African Pied Starling   787  Whitebellied Sunbird 
792  Amethyst Sunbird   824  Southern Red Bishop 
860  Pintailed Whydah       

 

                                                             
11 http://www.wanderersgolfclub.com/history/birds-of-the-wanderers-golf-club.html 


